The Ronald O. Perelman and Claudia Cohen
Center for Reproductive Medicine

Dear Patient,
The Center for Reproductive Medicine is committed to providing you with the best care possible. All egg
donors applying for CRM’s Donor Egg Program undergo extensive screening of their personal and family
health history, physical examination and testing. Our goal is to provide our recipients with as much
information about the donor’s medical history as possible, including whether the donor is a carrier of any
genetic disorders and the hereditary nature of these disorders. Genetic testing significantly reduces, but
does not eliminate, the chance of your offspring being affected with a genetic disorder. The valuable
carrier status information can and should be disclosed to your child(ren).
After comparing current genetic testing technologies available, CRM has elected to perform
comprehensive gene sequencing for diseases on all patients. The expanded pan-ethnic panel tests for 281
disorders (280 for males; Fragile X Syndrome is omitted from the male panel). The list of disorders
tested for in this panel are attached to this letter. Because all egg donors are tested for this panel, and we
may not be disqualifying them for carrier status, all male partners and directed/known sperm donors must
be tested. The genetic testing is not optional when using donor eggs.
If you are using anonymous donor sperm, we will not be responsible for the testing of your donor. It will
be up to you to inform the sperm bank and request to have the donor tested for the same disorder(s) for
which your egg donor is positive (if any). Should you decide to proceed with the use of anonymous donor
sperm without the additional testing, we will be requiring an acknowledgement of risk consent form.
A few important notes:
 Carrier screening on all male partners/directed sperm donors must be completed in order to
become active on the wait list.
 We cannot match you with an egg donor until we have your results because we cannot offer a
donor who carries the same disorder(s).
 You will be informed of the disorder(s) for which the donor is a carrier, if any. All recipients
receive a genetic report on the donor.
 A positive Fragile X carrier status will disqualify an anonymous egg donor.
 Genetic counseling will be provided and you may proceed with the cycle if you choose to do so.
We have a special patient price arranged with Mt. Sinai. In order to qualify for this pricing, a blood
sample can be collected at CRM. It may take up to 14 days for results so please have this done as soon as
possible. Please call Mari Santocildes 646-962-3447 for an appointment.
If you have any questions regarding genetic testing or have a family history of a genetic disease not listed,
please contact our genetic counselor, Debra Lilienthal, at 646-962-3434. If you have any other questions
please feel free to contact our program manager, Dee Svedberg, at 646-962-3345.
Sincerely,
Ina Cholst, M.D.
Donor Egg Program Director
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